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Welcome
The Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 

is partnering, planning, and preparing for the best 

academic experience and outcome for all 17,800 

students at our 45 school sites. School is a safe and 

welcoming place for our students—teachers and all 

support staff work harder and smarter to meet the 

needs of preschool, kindergarten, primary, middle, and 

high school children.

“Thank you to our parents, grandparents, and 

community stakeholders in supporting 

all MSBSD students and staff.”

Dr. Deena M. Paramo, Superintendent

We Are MSBSD!
• Comprehensive neighborhood schools
• Special mission schools
• Online learning at neighborhood schools
• Alaska Middle College School
• Home school advantages
• Alaska Native Science 

& Engineering Program 
(ANSEP)

• Charter schools
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“I have a diverse background. I had eight 
majors in college.  I am on the School 
Board to continually look for ways to 
change our District for the better.”

2
“I serve on the School Board as a way to 
give back to our community. My wife and 
children are educators and all of our chil-
dren are products of our schools.”

3
“I never intended to do anmything other 
than be a stay-at-home mom, but I have 
served on the School Board these years to 
make a diff erence.’

4
As the fi rst Alaska Native elected to the 
School Board, from the Athna tribe, Mrs. 
Retherford says, “I was painfully shy as a 
child, but as a School Board member, I ask 
questions and fi nd answers.”

5
“I am one of eight children, and fi nd it 
natural to work with kids. It is a pleasure 
working as a School Board member serving 
our families.”

6
“I am a third generation from Miami, but 
since coming to Alaska, I am proud to 
represent our smaller communities in the 
Mat-Su Borough..” Dr. Dearman lives in 
Talkeetna in the Upper Susitna Valley.

7
As a Colony High School graduate, “I 
see my service on the School Board as 
an opportunity to continue to serve in 
the community where I grew up and be 
involved in our schools.”

8
Carly is a senior at Palmer High School 
and is serving her second year as Student 
Advisory Board Representative.

9
“I love my job and am honored to serve 
the students and families in the Mat-Su 
Borough.”

Your School Board
Elected to serve the Matanuska-Susitna Borough at large, school board members 
serve three year terms. Additionally, the School Board has a Student Advisory Board 
Representative who represents our students on the Board. 

The School Board’s primary goal is to provide each student with opportunities for an 
education of the highest quality in keeping with his/her capacity to learn. 

Meet your School Board:

1  Susan Pougher, President 5  Ray Michaelson
2  Ole Larson,Vice President 6  Dr. Donna Dearman
3  Sarah Welton, Clerk  7  Tiffany Scott
4  Deborah Retherford  8  Carly Williams, Student Advisory Board

Dr. Deena M. Paramo, Superintendent
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Locations—Our spaces
The Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District is located 
approximately 35 miles north of 
Anchorage in the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough in an area 
commonly known as “the “Valley”. 

The Mat-Su Borough spans 
approximately 25,000 square 
miles.

Our District is home to 45 schools 
ranging in enrollments from about 
20 students to more than 1,500 
students. We are the second 
largest District in the State of 
Alaska.

Our student population is 
diverse—from various socio-
economic, cultural, and language 
backgrounds.
We welcome and embrace our 
diversity and strive to provide 
an equitable, strong educational 
foundation for all Mat-Su students.

Mat-Su has a program to suit your 
child’s needs. We are doing our 
best to be the best! 

Focusing on meeting the needs of 
Valley families, we  continue our 
focus on academic innovation, 
public school choice, and excellent 
customer service. 

2014—Opening two new facilities: 
Valley Pathways Middle/High School 
and Mat-Su Day School

2014 O i t f iliti



MSBSD Elementary Schools 
Building a strong foundation

• Big Lake — Home of the Grizzlies with an emphasis on literacy and early STEM learning in health 
and medical pathways. Brenna Reintsma, Principal.

• Butte — Meeting all students’ academic, behavioral, and social needs by developing school-wide 
instructional strategies based on assessed date. Dan Kitchin, Principal.

• Cottonwood Creek — A STEAM (Science.Technology.Engineering.Art+Math) focused school, 
using iPads for classroom learning for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders. Lisa Vrvilo, Principal.

• Finger Lake — Focusing on multi-cultural learning, including fi ne arts (music, drama, Native 
dance, and more). Dave Nufer, Principal.

• Goose Bay — Dedicated to making learning fun and rewarding in partnership with families and 
community, providing all students with the foundation for becoming successful life-long learners 
and productive citizens in an ever-changing world. Rourka Spatz, Principal.

• Iditarod — Creating a safe, responsible, and respectful learning community with high parent 
involvement. Scott Nelson, Principal.

• Knik — Helping students focus on being respectful, responsible, and ready to learn; “I will do 
nothing less than my best!” Traci Pedersen, Principal.



“I am most proud of our neighborhood schools,” 

said Superintendent, Dr. Deena M. Paramo.
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• Larson — A Blue Ribbon School, our Eagles strive and thrive in achieving excellence. Sheela 
Hull, Principal.

• Machetanz — Making a positive difference today and every day, the Musk Ox have an 
opportunity to engage through STEM learning in a school-within-a-school model. Jennifer 
Dowd, Principal.

• Meadow Lakes — Cooperative learning through graded 
teams all in partnership with homes and community, 
developing responsible, productive, creative, ethical 
citizens. Andrea Everett, Principal.

• Pioneer Peak — Climbing the PEAK for success: 
Cooperate with others, Learn self-control, I will be 
honest, Make my attitude positive, and Be respectful 
and responsible. Dan Molina is Principal. 

• Shaw — Sundogs integrate math and science learning 
with art, music, and American Sign Language. David 
Russell, Principal.

• Sherrod — A neighborhood school focusing on our 
children, our focus, our future. Dan Michael, Principal.

• Snowshoe — Partnering with families to build on the 
tradition of a safe, engaging learning environment to empower students. Carol Boatman, 
Principal.

• Sutton — A small school building healthy self-esteem for students while guiding them toward 
their highest potential. Joshua Rockey, Principal.

• Swanson — Planting the seeds of learning in a neighborhood environment. Mary Kate 
Johnston, Principal.

• Talkeetna — Dynamic partner with families in 
providing high quality learning opportunities   in 
a nurturing and safe environment. Lisa Shelby, 
Principal.

• Tanaina — Fostering a school environment 
empowering students and families to be motivated 
and productive learners: be kind, be responsible, be 
helpful, and be safe. Jim Simmons, Principal.

• Trapper Creek — A family environment offering 
families preschool options as well as early learning 
choices. Allison Wall, Principal.

• Willow — Built on community life, our school is supported by our parents and stakeholders for 
a strong academic foundation. Andy McDermott, Principal.
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Our Middle Schools
Ready to meet your student’s needs

• Colony Middle—Committed to the art and science of teaching; the challenge 
and joy of learning.
Mary McMahon, Principal • Casey Hull, Asst. Principal
9250 Colony Schools Dr., Palmer, AK 99645  Phone: 907-761-1500

• Houston Middle—HAWKS are about High expectations for students and staff; 
Achievement and positive choices; Working as one; Knowledge for successful 
life-long learning; and Self-worth and respect for all. STEM integrated learning.
Bejamin H. Howard, Principal • Orin P. Wear, Asst. Principal
280 W. Hawks Lane, Houston, AK 99694  Phone: 907-892-9500 

• Palmer Junior Middle—CLIMB time at PJMS: Challenge, Learn, Involve, 
Manage, and Believe.
Tom Lytle, Principal • Claudia Berkley, Asst. Principal
1159 S. Chugach, Palmer, AK 99645  Phone: 907-761-4300

• Teeland Middle—Striving for excellence, the Titans participate in integrated 
STEM learning at all levels and across academic strands.
Katherine Ellsworth, Principal • Jason Ross, Asst. Principal
2788 N. Seward Meridian Pkwy., Wasilla, AK 99654  Phone: 907-352-7500

• Valley Pathways Middle—NEW! this year, an added option for students, 
available by application, and offering students an opportunity to Choose, 
Commit, and Achieve.
Jim Wanser, Principal • JoAnn Hinds, Asst. Principal
1150 N. France Rd., Palmer, AK 99645   Phone: 907-761-4650

• Wasilla Middle—Accepting the responsibility to do whatever it takes to meet 
the needs of all learners, including partnering with Alaska Native tribes.
Leigh Larson, Principal 
Jason Moore and Felica Pridgen
Asst. Principals
650 Bogard Road, Wasilla, AK 99654
Phone: 907-352-5300



High Schools
 Comprehensive Challenging Responsible

Burchell High
Adam Mokelke, Principal
1775 W. Parks Hwy.
Wasilla, AK 99654
907-864-2600

A choice school inspiring students 
to strive for academic success, be 
resilient, and overcome adversity. 
Burchell is a culturally diverse and 
responsive learning environment. 
Boosting student engagement 
through after-school programs, 
Burchell’s Swing Dancers are 
popular performers throughout 
the Mat-Su Valley.

Colony High 
Cyd Duffi n, Principal
Mike Looney, Asst. Prin.
Brendon McMahon, Asst. Prin.
9550 E. Colony Schools Drive 
Palmer, AK 99645
907-861-5500

A performance school, Colony 
focuses on academic achievement 
and personal growth in all our 
students.Additionally, Colony High 
School also boasts in its award-
winning marching band, Thee 
Northern Sound, vocal ensembles, 
and visual and dramatic arts, as 
well as its sports teams. CHS 
hosts the Army JROTC program. 

Mat-Su Career & Tech
Mark Okeson, Principal
2472 N. Seward Meridian
Wasilla, AK 99654
907-352-0400

A special mission school offering 
college and career-minded students 
an opportunity to explore and 
prepare for a career through focused 
pathways. A new addition to CTHS 
will open next fall with additional 
learning pathways. CTHS teaches 
a systemic approach to addressing 
student the challenges.

Houston High
Bill Johnson, Principal
Justin Ainsworth, Asst. Prin.
12801 W. Hawks Lane
Houston, AK 99694
907-892-9400

A community school where every 
day is a HAWKS day, Houston 
High renews its commitment to 
the highest quality education for 
every student. Success is also 
demonstrated by the business 
partnerships throughout the 
community. Students have the 
opportunity to continue STEM 
learning in the biomedial and 
health fi elds.

Palmer High
Reese Everett, Principal
Garth Morgan, Asst. Prin.
Susan R. Steele, Asst. Prin.
1170 W. Arctic Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645
907-746-8400

A traditional school, Palmer 
High School offers a District-
wide International Baccalaureate 
Program to prepare life-long 
learners, community assets, 
and citizens of integrity, Palmer 
High is a pride of the Palmer 
community and highly involved 
alumni support the school. 
Palmer staff is driven by doing 
what is best for students.  

Su Valley Jr/Sr High
Jason Mabry, Principal
42728 S. Parks Hwy.
Talkeetna, AK 99676
907-733-9300

A home-grown school creating 
and maintaining a collaborative 
culture, ensuring every Su 
Valley student graduates with 
a career plan. Committed 
to a comprehensive system 
of support helps assure the 
students’ success. 

Valley Pathways
Jim Wanser, Principal
JoAnn Hinds, Asst. Prin.
1150 N. France Rd.
Palmer, AK 99645 
907-761-4650

A special mission school 
providing choices for families 
and diverse students to realize 
their potential in education, 
vocation, character, and 
community. The learning 
signature of this new facility 
is: For the way you learn; 
Dedicated to students;  and 
Committed to success. 
Choose, Commit, Achieve.

Wasilla High
Amy Spargo, Principal
Jeff Nelles, Asst. Prin.
Ed Ripley, Asst. Prin.
701 E. Bogard Road
Wasilla, AK 99654
907-352-8200

A comprehensive high school 
striving for excellence, Wasilla 
High School provides a 
safe learning environment 
where inspired teachers, 
staff, parents, and business/
community leaders work 
collaboratively. Home to the 
Air Force JROTC. Wasilla 
students take pride as they 
compete in all major sports.
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Non-Traditional Schools—Sizes Choices Programs

Glacier View
Wendy Taylor, Principal
65975 S. Wolverine Circle
Sutton, AK 99674
907-861-5650

A K-12 comprehensive school 
at Milepost 104 on the Glenn 
Highway, serving families from 
Chickaloon to Mendeltna: an 
exemplary education in an 
extraordinary setting

Academy Charter 
Barbara Gerard, Principal
801 E. Arctic
Palmer, AK 99645
907-746-2358

A K-8 charter school based on 
the Core Knowledge curriculum, 
founded by E.D. Hirsch, Academy’s 
students are high achievers. Parental 
involvement is one of the hallmarks 
of the school and is required.

Alaska Middle College
Kathy Moffi tt, Administrator
10928 Eagle River Rd., Suite 115
Eagle River, AK 99577
907-746-8494

A collaboration with UAA and the fi rst 
in the State of Alaska, AMCS offers 
juniors and seniors an opportunity to 
earn college credit simultaneously 
while gaining a high school diploma. 
AMCS refl ects the District’s geographic 
and demographic character.

American Charter Academy
Becky Huggins, Principal
244 S. Sylvan Ste., 110
Wasilla, AK 99654
907-352-0150

A community standards-based 
school; Close to Perfect, Far 
from Normal. “We believe in 
the American ‘Can Do’ Spirit. 
Anyone can be successful if 
they are willing to work.”

Beryozova
Carl Chamblee, Principal
Meghan McCarthy-Grant,  Asst. Prin.
501 N. Gulkana Street
Palmer, AK 99645
907-495-2500

A special mission K-12 school following the 
traditions and cultivating the language of  
Russian Old Believers. The school is staffed by 
two general education teachers and a Russian 
language teacher. Student achievement is 
high at Beryozova and incorporates family life 
and hands-on learning. 

Birchtree Charter 
Cathy Busbey, Principal
Brandt Bowen, Asst. Prin.
7107 E. Palmer-Wasilla Hwy.
Palmer, AK 99645
907-745-1831

A K-8 charter school inspired by the 
methods of Waldorf education; each 
day, activities for a child’s hands, 
heart, and head. A community school 
environment offers learning fun and 
celebration. 

Fronteras Spanish Immersion
Jennifer Schmidt, Principal
7010 E. Bogard
Wasilla, AK 99654
907-745-2223

A K-8 Spanish immersion language school 
preparing students to take their place in 
a  diverse society. “Being immersed part 
of each day in Spanish, each child will be 
nurtured, gaining well-rounded personal 
development through meaningful and 
creative academic and social explorations.”

Midnight Sun Charter School
Jeanne Troshynski, Principal
7275 Midnight Sun Circle
Wasilla, AK 99623
907-357-6786

A K-8 school multi-age classroom 
model with a family oriented 
emphasis; content-rich academics 
are steeped in technology for 
hands-on involvement.

Mat-Su Secondary
581 S. Outer Springer Loop
Palmer, AK 99645
907-761-7238

A partnership with the Alaska 
Department of Juvenile Justice, it is 
the mission of Mat-Su Secondary 
School to help students become 
citizens of good character with a range 
of skills necessary for success.

Mat-Su Day School
Wolfgang Winter, Principal
2360 N. Tait Drive
Wasilla, AK 99654
907-864-6000

A K-12 special mission school 
providing educational and support 
services for students, helping students 
develop and use leadership skills, 
confi dence, curiosity, and personal 
planning for lifelong success.

Twindly Bridge Charter School
John Weetman, Principal
141 E. Seldon Road
Wasilla, AK 99654
907-376-6680

A K-12 program that implements 
support, resources, and 
opportunities for homeschooling 
families; blending home and 
school-based learned.

Mat-Su Central School
John Brown, Principal
600 E. Railroad Ave.Suite #6
Wasilla, AK 99654
907-352-7460

Alaska’s source for personalized 
learning, Mat-Su Central School is 
a K-12 homeschool support and 
distance delivery education option. 
Students come here seeking a 
high quality alternative educational 
program with maximum fl exibility.



MSBSD schools are shaped to set high 
academic standards
Vision

MSBSD will be a model of excellence in teaching, learning, and engaging all students.

MISSION

“Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 
prepares students for success.”

Beliefs
We believe that...

All students can and want to learn
Success breeds success
The needs and best interests of students drive all decisions
Stakeholders’ participation is crucial to student success

School Board Goals 
• We will improve student success, achievement, and performance by focusing on their 

career and college readiness.
• We will increase the graduation rate.
• Our schools will welcome families and community members in the education of our youth.
• We will create and maintain a safe and healthy environment for our students and staff.

Core Values
• Stewardship
• Accountability
• Empathy
• Quality
• Integrity
• Effi ciency
• Respect
• Collaboration
• Committment
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FAMILY INVOLVEMENT 

Public schools depend on parents and families as partners to fully implement learning 
programs and strategies.

STEM OPTIONS

STEM (Science.Technology.Engineering.Math) offers students an introduction into new 
learning and career paths. Whether implemented through a school-within-a-school 
model, integrated in all academic strands, or vertically aligned across grade-level 
schools, STEM moves learning forward. When arts are added, schools are described 
as STEAM schools. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING

MSBSD was awarded the State Pre-K grant for the next two years, and will be 
continuing the Widening the Net preschool project at six schools: Goose Bay Elem, 
Butte Elem, Willow Elem, Trapper Creek Elem, Talkeetna Elem, and Shaw Elem. 
Working with CCS (Head Start), the project focuses on Kindergarten readiness.

EXTENDED LEARNING

Learning in and out of the 
classroom, including service 
learning, is essential for every 
student. Schools provide resources 
and multiple learning opportunities.
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Ratios & Metrics—Equitable across the District
MSBSD is committed to maintaining class size, knowing that smaller class sizes empower 
teachers to help prepare students for success.

•  MSBSD is an economic development engine
Producing career, college, and military ready graduates. In 2014, our District graduated about 1,200 seniors with 
more also receiving labor and industry certifi cations.

• MSBSD is an economic development driver 
Generating $1 billion in operating and capital funds in the Mat-Su Borough over the next fi ve years, the MSBSD is 
responsive to the Mat-Su residents and their desires. We contract with three bus fl eet operation service providers 
totaling $14 million annually in the Core Area alone, hiring 175 drivers, monitors, and bus attendants, transporting 
about 7,500 students daily, traveling over 3 million annual miles. 

• MSBSD is an economic development partner
Creating an environment of cooperation, Mat-Su voters approved the largest capital bond proposal in the 
Borough, a $214 million fi ve-year package to build six new schools and maximize renovations at all existing 
school sites. 

• MSBSD is an economic development catalyst 
We conduct business with more than 450 local vendors and the District is one of the largest consumers of 
electricity and technology services, expending approximately $3 million annually with MEA, $1.5 million with MTA. 
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Dr. Deena M. Paramo, MSBSD Superintendent
Instruction 
Gene Stone, Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Monica Goyette, Executive Director
Mike Vrvilo, Executive Director
Rob Picou, Executive Director

Career & Technical
Ray DePriest, Director

Student Support Services
Lucy Hope, Director
Dale Sweetser, Asst. Director
Dennis Boyer, Supervisor
Carmel Dehn, Supervisor

Federal Programs
Carl Chamblee, Director
Meghan McCarthy-Grant, Asst. Director
Linda Anderton, Supervisor

Equal Employment/
Education Opportunity Offi ce
Matt Teaford, Director

Public Information Offi ce
Catherine Esary, PIO

Business/Operations
Luke Fulp, Assistant Superintendent
Rebecca Wright, Director of Finance
Alicia Paxton, Supervisor Accounting
Patti Krauss, Supervisor Purchasing
Chris Johnson, Supervisor Nutrition Services
Justin Michaud, Director IT
Charles Chapman, Supervisor
Michelle Hoyt, Supervisor
Bill Stannard, Supervisor
Katherine Gardner, Director Human Resources
Brooke Allison, Supervisor
Sunshine Hunsaker, Supervisor
Dave Anderton, Director Operations & Maintenance
Don Carney, Facilities
Julane Troseth, Supervisor
John Phillips, Supervisor
Mitch Rausa, Supervisor
Alan Morgan, Supervisor
Chad Johnson, Supervisor
Chris Remick, Supervisor

WE ARE MSBSD!
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“Although total MSB expenses per student have been growing, it’s important to 
keep in mind that in 2013 the MSB had the lowest ‘audited operating expenses’ 
per student among all major Alaska school districts.” ISER Fiscal Impacts of 
Alternative Land Use Scenarios for the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Alaska, 
April 2014.



From MSBSD Superintendent
Dr. Deena M. Paramo...

I personally want to wish the greatest 
success to all of our principals, teachers, 
paraprofessionals, and others who work hard 
every day to educate our students. I also want 
to thank you as employees, students, parents, 
and community stakeholders who are the 
MSBSD. 

As the Superintendent of our schools, you 
have charged me with making sure that 

students who are educated in the Mat-Su Borough School District 
provide a great return on the investment of your tax dollars. As a 
way to ensure that we get the best return on our investment, I have 
worked closely with our School Board, Assembly, and our Valley state 
delegation to design a more fi scally responsible approach to school 
funding.

It is my personal promise to the community that we are and will remain 
a district of innovation, choice, and customer service. Investing in 
children is the right thing to do. On behalf of the School Board, I would 
like to thank you, our parents and guardians for entrusting us with the 
care of your children. It is our highest honor to serve the community 
of the Mat-Su Borough School District.  I would also like to thank the 
Mat-Su Borough School Board and Assembly for their wisdom and 
their spirit of cooperation.

Sincerely,

Deena M. Paramo, Ed.D.

WE ARE MSBSD!
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